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It’s hard to believe that we’re almost to the last quarter of 2014!  
Summer has flown by and fall is finally upon us!  To me, fall is one 
of the most beautiful and enjoyable seasons of the year.  It brings 
about warm days and cool nights.  Bursts of colors and animals 
scurrying about gathering for winter months. It’s truly a time of 
transformation and preparation.  Fall has even been coined, “the 
second spring” where leaves on trees are like blooming flowers and 
birds return to their vacation homes just south of the stateline. 

The other thing that falls reminds me of each year is that change is 
inevitable.  Seasons come and seasons go.  Yet, there can be no real 
growth without change.  It is on this wise that Genesis Outreach, Inc., 
as an organization, is transforming as well.  As we prepare for 2015, 
a program will be ending while another will be expanding.  Just 
this summer, our Promising Partnerships program came into full 
bloom with all 55 units open and providing permanent supportive 
housing to over 150 homeless individuals and families living in the 
local community.  The Genesis House transitional living program 
for women overcoming addictions continues to share hope and be 
a guiding light for 14 clients working to rebuild and gain control of 
their lives.  And finally, the Grace Haven, a new program emerged at 
the top of 2014 providing much needed emergency shelter during 
the winter storm of 2014 and every month since.  In total, to date, 
over 40 women have been served through the program.

Lastly, as I think about change, I’d like to announce a 
unique fundraising opportunity for each of you!  It’s called 
the CEO Fitness Challenge!  Yeah, that’s right.  If you hadn’t 
heard, I’m on a weight loss journey and lifestyle change.  It 
just began 5 weeks ago.  To this end, I am challenging you 
to make a PLEDGE to Genesis Outreach, Inc. based upon 
the total amount of pounds that I can lose between now 
and December 31, 2014!  It’s a fun, easy way to give to 
those who are most in need in our community!  Find out 
more information about my weight loss journey and the 
challenge inside  this edition on page 5.

As always, in advance, I thank you for your continued 
support of Genesis Outreach, our programs, and most 
importantly, the clients that we serve!

Yours truly,

Albert T. Brownlee
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Alex & Trudy Adams
Abundant Life Church
Apartment Association of 

Fort Wayne/Northeast Indiana
Branches of Christ Ministries
Tracy Blisk
Josiah & Kasandra Brown
Kadesha Brown
Gene & Dorothy Brownlee
Albert & Tamarah Brownlee
Terence Brownlee
DeShawn Cann
Monica Carter
Connie Denton

Fort Wayne Tin Caps
Foundation One & Unity Barber Shop
Tempa Fowlkes
Linda Golden
Greater Christ Temple Church
Hilton Fort Wayne at the Grand Wayne Center
Homewood Suites by Hilton
Anthony Hudson & Blue Jacket, Inc.
Dwayne Irvin
Tara Jellison
Lewis King & King’s Barber Shop
Jenetta B. Knox
Karen B. Knox
Life Changing Ministries

Karla Lynch-Jackson
Marshall’s
Brenda Majors
Hyland & Marie Plimpton
Nate Routsong
Scott’s Foods
Simplx Security
Frederick Soule
Howeda Stepp
Dennis Tippman, Jr.
Charlie Tippmann Foundation
Wal-Mart at Coldwater Crossing
Wal-Mart at Southtown Crossing
WANE-TV

Genesis Outreach, Inc. believes in the adage that “it takes a village to raise a child.”  Without resources, our efforts to help 
the homeless remain only good intentions.  However, with generous partners like you, we are able to respond in order 
to meet the needs of our residents. We truly believe we can do what we do in large part because of the generosity and 
financial giving of others. Our work is a partnership with many, including you!

Special Thank You to Our 2014 Spring/Summer Donors

On January 1, 2014, Genesis Outreach, Inc. officially opened the doors to Grace 
Haven, an emergency shelter for unaccompanied adult women.  Through Grace 
Haven, Genesis is meeting an unmet need that has existed for many years in Allen 
County.  Unbeknownst to us at the time, in a just a few short days after opening, 
northeast Indiana would be headed into one of the coldest winters on record.  
Truly, the emergency shelter was a God-appointed, godsend.  Women who were 
without shelter during that time were able to gain a safe place to live, sleep, eat, 
and receive case management services leading to housing and self-sufficiency.

A gift from Dwayne Irvin, in honor of Ora Lee Fuqua Irvin, made it possible for 
the doors of Grace Haven to open in the heart of winter.  With this gift, we were 
able to provide food, clothing, and other assistance to the emergency shelter 
residents.  In February 2014, a gift from The Charlie Tippmann Foundation made 
it possible to continue the program throughout the first and second quarters. 

Today, while the shelter remains open and is at full occupancy serving 
unaccompanied adult homeless women, there is great need for financial support 
and donations to sustain the program in preparation of the upcoming fall and 
winter temperatures.  If you are interested in making a general contribution, 
designated donation, or supporting this project in other ways, please feel free 
to contact Fatima Washington, Self-Sufficiency Coordinator at 260-456-1480, 
fatima@genesisoutreach.org.

New Program: Grace Haven Internships
Each semester, Genesis Outreach, Inc. offers paid and unpaid 
internships to students pursuing careers in human services, 
psychology, sociology, criminal justice, political science, 
and other related fields.  This spring and summer we were 
honored to have students interning from various schools 
throughout the city and state.  All of the students were 
very bright, capable, and dedicated to serving the needs of 
others.  Read about one intern’s life-changing experience 
and her journey into the world of social services on page 3.

2014 Spring & Summer Interns
Brenda Anderson, Ivy Tech

Ayana Brooks, Vincennes University
Beatriz Camacho, IPFW

Tabitha Hackbush, Saint Mary of the Woods College
Barbara Harris, Ivy Tech

Martel Harris, IPFW
Katie Kratz, IPFW

Lawrence McClellan, IPFW
Samantha Novy, IPFW
Ramona Scott, Ivy Tech
Erin Tomlinson, Ivy Tech
Ashley Wilson, Ivy Tech
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Tabitha Hackbush | Saint Mary of the Woods College
On May 19th of 2014 I began an internship at Genesis Outreach, INC. To be entirely honest, I was not 
sure exactly what I was getting myself into, but I knew this experience was one that I needed. There has 
not been a single day throughout this summer that I have not wanted to come to work. Every day has 
challenged me and encouraged me to grow into a person that I need to be to help everyday people. 
 The everyday people who come through Genesis’ doors are those who if any of us had grown 
up with a little less, we might have very well found ourselves in their situations. Some call them addicts, 
sometimes they call themselves addicts, but they are so much more than that. This internship has opened 
my eyes to this realization. The women who live here are everyday people with an addiction. However, 
they are not defined by only this. That is because they are so much more than their addiction- they have 
an inner strength to fight the voice in their head telling them to use when things get hard, stressful, and 
frustrating; an inner strength that comes from the staff of Genesis guiding them to find it. Through my 

internship, I am grateful to have been able to aid in that strength.
 Through teaching Life Skills and Employment class every week, I was granted the privilege to understand the Genesis Women as a group. 
I was able to learn which ways teaching was effective, and which ways it was not effective. I learned that it was not the same as my previous 
experience teaching, because these women were all older than me. This forced me to meet them halfway while I taught them, otherwise they 
would walk away without the information I was trying to help them understand. At the same time, because of my experience, I was able to not let 
my age keep me from becoming uncomfortable with leading the class and was able to fashion it into more of a discussion based environment in 
which they could actively participate. 
 Facilitating Community and Recovery almost every week also gave me the opportunity to understand the residents more personally. 
Community usually brought about a more varied range of emotions as we discussed what was going on in the houses and practiced problem-
solving skills together. Recovery was run by them, which was also a great experience for me because I had the opportunity to observe how they 
interact with one another through their various journeys to recovery. I really enjoyed seeing how they went from a self-protecting viewpoint in 
Community to a team support group in Recovery. 
 The time I learned the most was the evenings where I was able to talk one-on-one with the residents. It was during this time that I really 
was able to get to know who they are and what their stories are. It is one thing to sit in a classroom and discuss how to talk to people who need 
your help, but it is another thing entirely to practice it every day. When I would take the time to sit down with them and talk for anywhere from 
twenty minutes to an hour, I received more true, honest feelings and thoughts from them. If we talked with other people around they would 
usually put on a show and the conversations flowed differently. It made me feel like I was really making a difference in their recovery when they felt 
safe enough to confide in me their feelings and thoughts that they normally did not want to share, especially when the residents would seek me 
out to talk to me. These moments are what made the occasional arguing and stress all worth it. 
 On August 17th of 2014 I will end my internship at Genesis Outreach, INC. However, the educational experience will follow me throughout 
the rest of my life. I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to peak into the lives of the women of Genesis and work hand-in-hand with the 
amazing staff that supports them. I still do not know if I want to work primarily with people who have addictions, but it has definitely become a 
strong contender in the perusal of my social services career. 

Welcome New Staff Members
Julian Woods joined the staff of Genesis Outreach, Inc. in January 2014.  He is a 2012 

graduate of Indiana State University’s Communications Department with a Bachelor of 
Science in Public Relations. Having lived abroad for a period of time and relocating to 

Fort Wayne from Indianapolis in 2014, Julian brings a wealth of knowledge and life 
experiences into his role as Services Coordinator.  He has contributed to the growth 
and success of clients living in community housing by utilizing fresh ideas and 
“out of the box” thinking in service provision, problem-solving, and client resource 
allocations. Additionally, Julian has enhanced the catalogue of services provided by 

establishing new relationships with other organizations, businesses, and community 
members desiring to “give back” to those who are less fortunate in Northeast Indiana.  

In his spare time, he enjoys moonlighting as a studio engineer/producer, weight lifting, 
and growing a clothing line business that he established in 2013.

Other new staff members include Stanley Harrell, Jr., Facilities Maintenance Manager; 
Terris Morris, Maintenance Tech I; and Talon Roper, Maintenance Tech II.

genesisoutreach.org


Newsletter | Fall 2014

genesisoutreach.org

Page | 4

George Guy is the Deputy Director of the Fort Wayne Housing Authority (FWHA) and was elected to the Board of 
Directors in December 2013.  His term of service began in January 2014.  Mr. Guy brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience in affordable housing development, financial oversight, program operations, and compliance to the Board.  
In his former role with the Rock Island Housing Authority in Illinois, Mr.  Guy helped create and manage innovative 
welfare, youth employment and training programs that were considered model initiatives in the area. He also led the 
agency to three straight high-performer awards from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for its 
housing voucher programs.  It is on this wise that we are excited for his addition to the Board to assist in managing the 
growth of Genesis Outreach, Inc. over the past 26 years and moving forward into the future.

Welcome New Board Member

Genesis Graduates
This summer, Genesis Outreach, Inc. celebrated the graduation of 2 women from the PLUS: Positive Living and 
Understanding Self-Sufficiency transitional living program for homeless women overcoming addictions. In order to 
graduate, a resident must have obtained permanent housing, achieved family reunification, maintained their sobriety, 
increased their income, and accomplished other goals as addressed in their individualized service plan. 

The most recent graduate was Kayla on August 25, 2014. Kayla accomplished all of the 
goals above along with enrolling in college and gaining full-time employment as a 
supervisor at a local establishment. At the celebration, she received a plaque, enjoyed 
a final meal with staff and residents, and was honored with congratulatory words from 
family members in attendance. All graduates of the 
PLUS program can receive up to 1 year aftercare case 
management and counseling services, if desired. 

Experiencing similar success and ongoing sobriety 
is Chandraa, a spring 2014 graduate.  Chandraa successfully completed the PLUS 
program, as well as the Allen County Drug Court.  She is reunified with family, living 
independently in community housing, and continues to “give back” by helping 
others overcome what had once been her greatest struggle, test, and trial in life.  We 
are very proud of all of our graduates over the past 23 years and wish them great 
success on their second chance in life!

In 2013, Genesis Outreach, Inc. served over 150 homeless families living in Allen County by providing housing 
opportunities, life skills training, and basic needs services.

Through the newly created Self-Sufficiency Resource Center, Genesis Outreach, Inc. trains 20 clients monthly and 
assist them in gaining employment at a livable wage. 
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Nearly 1,200 volunteers representing 65 local 
organizations fanned out over our community 
Thursday, August 7 for the 22nd annual United 
Way Day of Caring.  Genesis Outreach, Inc. would 
like to thank all of the volunteers and businesses 
which donated their time, finances, and labor 
to beautify 2 shelters and 2 homes occupied by 
formerly homeless men, women, and families 
living in our community.  From the bottom of our 
heart, on behalf of each resident, THANK YOU!

2014 Day of Caring

In January 2014 - one of the coldest winters on record - Genesis Outreach, Inc. opened Grace Haven which is the only dedicated 
emergency shelter for unaccompanied adult women in Allen County.  Through this program, clients receive housing for up to 

45 days, basic needs, advocacy and case management services to regain control of their lives in a safe environment.

In an effort to promote healthy living and to support a good cause, I am asking you to join me in 
my personal battle against the bulge!  In August 2014, I celebrated my 40th birthday and made a 
decision that it was time to lay aside the post-college weight.  In my 20’s, I was extremely physically fit 
- running 4-6 miles per day and using food only as fuel.  But like many, over time, that lifestyle waned 
and I soon began to pack on the pounds.  Little by little, I gained weight until one day I was far away 
from the 145 lbs. college grad I had once been. 

Well, with a new decade in front of me and a renewed focus on life, health, and fitness, I decided now was the time to 
make a literal change.  It began with prayer and fasting on a Friday and then hitting the gym that following Monday.  5 
weeks have since passed and I feel better than ever!  Then, it dawned on me!  Why not issue a public challenge and help 
raise funds for Genesis at the same time?

To this end, I am asking you to join me on this journey by PLEDGING funds to Genesis Outreach, Inc. based upon the total 
amount of weight I lose between now and December 31, 2014.  There are no limitations on how little or how MUCH you 
can pledge.  It’s really simple like this:

1.  You can make a flat rate pledge.  For example, a one-time $100 year-end gift to Genesis Outreach, Inc. 
towards the CEO fitness challenge.

OR

2.  You can make a per lbs. loss pledge which will be a lot funner!  So, for example, if I lose 20 lbs. and you 
make a $5 pledge, your year-end gift will be $100.

Either way, you’re supporting a great organization and at the same time, helping support me in my weight loss goal!  
You can follow my weekly progress on our Genesis Facebook page.  Pledges can be made by calling 260-744-2800 or by 
sending your name, address, contact phone number, and pledge amount to fitness@genesisoutreach.org.

In advance, I thank you for your support and look forward to my December 31, 2014 weigh in!

CEO’s Fitness Challenge
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Genesis Outreach, Inc.
2605 Gay Street | Fort Wayne, IN 46803
Office :: (260) 744-2800 | Fax :: (260) 744-2811

info@genesisoutreach.org

genesisoutreach.org

Facebook // Genesis Outreach, Inc.

Albert T. Brownlee
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CEO

Fatima Washington
SELF-SUFFICIENCY RESOURCE COORDINATOR

William Law
HOUSING COORDINATOR

Julian Woods
SERVICES COORDINATOR

Stanley Harrell, Jr.
FACILITIES MAINTENANCE MANAGER

Candice Hall
COUNSELOR

Gina Brooks
CASE MANAGER

Debra Moses
CS ADMINISTRATOR

RESIDENT ASSISTANTS
Helen Durham
Beverly Ellison

Samantha Novy | INTERN

Quinton Walker
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR

Terris Morris & Isaac Brooks
MAINTENANCE TECHS I

Talon Roper
MAINTENANCE TECH II

Genesis Outreach is dedicated to the preservation and reunification of the 
families we serve. We provide affordable housing opportunities and programs 
with the purpose and hope that they will lead to permanent housing, self-
sufficiency, and long-term sobriety.

GENESIS STAFF

Board of Directors
Hy Plimpton | General Electric Silicones | BOARD PRESIDENT

HenryEtta Savage | Lincoln National Corporation | BOARD TREASURER

Marie Plimpton | Pathway Community Church | BOARD SECRETARY

Josiah Brown | IPFW

Connie Denton | PNC Bank

George Guy | Fort Wayne Housing Authority

Bishop E. C. Haywood | Greater Christ Temple Church

Albert Brownlee | Genesis Outreach

Jan Burton | The Chapel | ADVISORY BOARD

Leroy Jackson, Jr. | Construction Engineer  | ADVISORY BOARD

Everleina Smith-Wattley | Jail Chaplain & Matthew 25 Health Clinic  | ADVISORY BOARD

Lawrence Wattley | Parkview Hospital | ADVISORY BOARD
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