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Let ter  from our executive  D irector
It gives me great pleasure to bring you 
greetings on behalf of the Board of 
Directors, staff, and residents of Genesis 
Outreach, Inc.  Within my first six months 
as Executive Director, there has been 
much change, progress, and excitement 
within our organization!  We’ve 
undergone a corporate restructuring, 
opened a new housing project, and 
expanded services offered onsite at our 
transitional living facilities.  Yet, without 
the support of persons like you, our 

efforts would’ve been in vain.  Ultimately, it takes a village to save a 
community! 

It is on this wise that I would like to formally applaud my predecessor, 
Linda Golden, for her years of leadership, service, and sacrifice.  
Linda served as Executive Director of Genesis Outreach, Inc. for 23 
years.  What began in 1988 as a ministry to house homeless minority 
women in recovery has grown into serving men, families, children, 
and the elderly who battle various social ills and life-obstacles.  Today, 
as a state and locally-certified community housing development 
organization, Genesis Outreach offers over 120 units of housing to 
these and other underserved populations, which could not have 
been done without Linda’s ongoing dedication and passion for aiding 
families and individuals in need.

I’d like to briefly share the story of one such individual named Brenda.  
When Brenda entered the doors of Genesis Outreach, Inc. she was 
homeless, estranged from her children, unemployed, and battling a 
20-year addiction to alcohol and crack-cocaine.  The road to recovery 
was ladened with multiple barriers that included low self-esteem, 
criminal mischief, and years of other turmoil, abuse, and despair.  
Nonetheless, we had faith in God and Brenda that if she stayed 
committed and worked with our client services staff in identifying 
areas for growth and change, she could make it!  

Fast-forward 12 months, Brenda was graduating from our transitional 
living program and beginning studies at Ivy Tech State College.  Today, 
Brenda is clean, reunified with her family, and working as a Nursing 
Assistant.  She regularly gives back to others by sharing her story and 

being a support to those coming out of similar situations.  
She is a living testament to the change that occurs when 
you enter the doors of Genesis Outreach; for this is the 
place of new beginnings.  What could’ve been a story of 
tragedy has become a chronicle of triumph!

In closing, I am often asked “how can I help or get involved 
with your organization?” The answer is quite simple.  Of 
course, there’s the obvious need of finances.  Being that we 
are serving the poorest of the poor, financial contributions 
help us to provide optimal services at a reduced cost as 
clients are learning to be self-sufficient and reintegrated 
into society.  Additionally, volunteers are needed to teach 
life skills classes, be a supportive arm, or to provide 
assistance on special projects.  Lastly, donations of all kinds 
are always welcomed! Specifically, there is ongoing need for 
personal care items, home furnishings in good condition, 
and vehicles that are operable or can be fixed at low cost.  
All donations are tax deductible and greatly appreciated!

If you ever have any questions on how you can become a 
part of the change occurring at Genesis Outreach, Inc. do 
not hesitate to contact me. Above all, I solicit your prayers 
and in return, offer you my sincerest thanks!

Until next time,

we have  a  new website

w w w . g e n e s i s o u t r e a c h . o r g
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Promising  PartnershiPs  r ibbon cut ting
It has been a long time in the making!  After years of research, 
planning, attending meetings, and securing the funds, Genesis 
Outreach and our partners held a formal ribbon cutting ceremony 
on March 5 publically launching the Promising Partnerships 
Permanent Supportive Housing Program.  

This program currently consists of 45 units (houses and 
apartments) that are made available to individuals and/or families 
that are homeless or at-risk of becoming homeless.  Through this 
project, Promising Partnerships has established a new unified 
model of service delivery for persons in need of long-term housing 
and support services. By doing so, clients will become self-
sufficient, live in safe affordable housing, receive proper physical 
and mental health care, leading to long term stability, economic 
empowerment, and enhanced community development and 

neighborhood impact.

We are fortunate to partner with Hope House, Inc., Interfaith Hospitality 
Network, Vincent Village, Inc., and The Women’s Bureau, Inc.  Each partner 
contributes resources and services to the program that all add up to make 
Promising Partnerships a benefit to our local community. 

If all goes according to plan, we will be completing Phase 3 of the program 
in first quarter of 2013.  The completion of this phase will result in 15 more 
units being added to the program, which, of course, will allow us to help more 
people.

If you or someone you know is interested in this program, you can call Patricia 
Green-Simpson, Housing Coordinator, at (260) 744-2800 or email her at 
pgsimpson@genesisoutreach.org.

changes  in  the  organization
Genesis Outreach has gone through some significant changes in 2012.  
Our long-time Executive Director and founder of the organization, Linda 
Golden, retired from Genesis at the end of 2011.  Linda’s leadership 
at Genesis Outreach and her impact on the greater Fort Wayne 
community will have lasting effects.

Former Director of Operations, Albert Brownlee, was selected to 
replace Linda and was installed as the new Executive Director on 
January 1.  The organization also underwent a restructuring at that 
time, which created new positions and opportunities for future growth.  
Beverly Armour-Thomas was hired as Director Client Services to oversee 
the transitional living programs and facilities. Joel Usina joined the 
administrative team as Project Coordinator. Other new team members 
included Gina Brooks, Client Services Coordinator; Kathryn Mbwelera, 
Community Case Manager; and Cleavon Pearson, Maintenance Tech I.
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homewarD bounD waLk for  homeLessness
It has become a tradition here at Genesis Outreach; that is, 
walking in the annual Homeward Bound walk.  This annual 
event is one way we can put some action behind our mission, 
not to mention, raise a little money, too.

Homeward Bound, which is a state-wide project coordinated 
by the Indiana Association for Community Economic 
Development (IACED), is a series of annual events that take 
place in communities throughout Indiana to raise funding for 
and awareness about affordable housing and homeless needs. 
Since its inception in 2003, Homeward Bound has raised more 
than $3 million for over 100 affordable housing and homeless 
service providers across the state, making it Indiana’s largest 
grassroots fundraiser with the ultimate goal of ending 
homelessness.

Close to 400 people showed up to walk on April 29, which 
was a beautiful Sunday afternoon.  Everything from the 
entertainment, to the free food, to our very own Albert 
Brownlee signing the national anthem and the walk itself 
was a huge success.  Several agencies in Fort Wayne 
benefited from the fundraiser, which brought in just 
over forty-thousand dollars.  To learn more, you can visit 
homewardboundindiana.org/northeast.

Many of our residents took part in the annual city-wide Great American Clean Up event, which took place on 
Saturday, May 19.  We were asked to remove debris and trash from the round-about at the intersection of 
Pontiac and Wayne Trace.  Fortunately, we had many of our residents able to participate, which meant that 
by the time we were finished, the area looked great.  We 
appreciate our residents’ serving in that way.  

Events such as these not only enhance the beauty of the 
environment in which we live, but they also create a sense of 
pride, which often boosts one’s confidence in their ability to 
contribute to their community.  And this, friends, is always a 
positive thing.

If you, your church, organization, or business are interested in 
partnering with us as volunteers on projects like this, please 
contact Joel Usina, Project Coordinator at (260) 744-2800 or 
joel@genesisoutreach.org to put your name on our volunteer 
contact list.

great  american cLean uP
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Genesis Outreach, Inc.
2605 Gay Street | Fort Wayne, IN 46803
Office :: (260) 744-2800 | Fax :: (260) 744-2811

info@genesisoutreach.org
genesisoutreach.org
Facebook // Genesis Outreach, Inc.

boarD of  D irectors
Leroy Jackson, Jr.

President

Hy Plimpton
Vice President

Jan Burton
Treasurer

Marie Plimpton
Secretary

Renetta Williams
Executive Committee

Bishop E. C. Haywood
Henry Etta Savage
Everleina Smith
Lawrence L. Wattley

current  staff 
Albert T. Brownlee

Executive Director & CEO

Beverly Thomas-Armour
Director Client Services

Matthew Golden
Facilities Maintenance Manager

Patricia Green-Simposon
Housing Coordinator

Joel M. Usina
Project Coordinator

Michael Baker :: Case Manager
Gina Brooks :: Coordinator

Kathryn Mbwelera :: Community Case Manager
William Law :: Residential Manager
Keith Smith :: Residential Manager

Rachel Schenk :: Residential Manager
Helen Durham :: Residential Manager

Gregory Gill :: Maintenance Tech I
Cleavon Pearson :: Maintenance Tech I

Marcus Tate :: Maintenance Tech II

Genesis Outreach is dedicated to the preservation and reunification 
of the families we serve. We provide affordable housing opportunities 
and programs with the purpose and hope that they will lead to 
permanent housing, self-sufficiency, and long-term sobriety.

We believe in the potential for 
greatness in every individual!


